STATE OF OKLAHOMA
1st Session of the 55th Legislature (2015)

SENATE BILL 311 By: Holt

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to elections; amending 26 0.S. 2011,
Sections 1-102, 1-104, 1-105, as amended by Section
1, Chapter 69, 0.S.L. 2014, 5-110, 6-103, 6-106, 6-
109, as amended by Section 1, Chapter 200, 0.S.L.
2013, 6-111, 6-116, as amended by Section 2, Chapter
200, 0.S.L. 2013 and 8-101 (26 0.S. Supp. 2014,
Sections 1-105, 6-109, 6-116), which relate to
election procedures; changing date of Primary
Election; modifying circumstances under which Primary
Election held; providing for placement of names of
all qualifying candidates on Primary Election ballot;
specifying names to be placed on General Election
ballot; allowing any registered voter to vote in
Primary Election; deleting references to Runoff
Primary Election; modifying procedure for substitute
candidate; changing dates of candidate filing period;
specifying information to be printed on ballot;
providing for certification of candidates; repealing
26 0.S. 2011, Sections 1-103, 5-116, 6-108 and 6-110,
which relate to Runoff Primary Elections; and
providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 2011, Section 1-102, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 1-102. A Primary Election shall be held on the Zast

fourth Tuesday in Jume August of each even-numbered year if more
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than two candidates have filed for and qualified to have their names

printed on the ballot for any office, at which time eaehpolitiecal
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or—her nomeprintedupon—the GCeneralFEleetionballets the names of

all such candidates shall be put before the voters on a single

ballot, regardless of party affiliation or status as a nonpartisan

candidate. If no candidate receives more than fifty percent (50%)

of the votes cast, the names of the two candidates receiving the

highest number of votes shall be placed on the General Election

ballot. No county, municipality or school district shall schedule
an election on any date during the twenty (20) days immediately
preceding the date of any such primary election.

SECTION 2. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 2011, Section 1-104, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 1-104. A-—Ne Any registered voter shall be permitted

to vote in any Primary Election erRuncff Primary Elecetionof any
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In the event a deceased candidate is certified by the

=

a vacancy 1in

appropriate Election Board as having won an election,

the office shall occur upon the date the candidate would have taken

and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed by

office,

law.

In the event of the death of a candidate who was

C.

B+

a Special Election shall be called by the

unopposed for election,
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Governor. The Special Election shall be conducted according to the
laws governing such elections, Section 12-101 et seg. of this title.
SECTION 4. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 2011, Section 5-110, is

amended to read as follows:
Section 5-110. Declarations of Candidacy provided herein must

be filed with the secretary of the appropriate election board no

earlier than 8:00 a.m. on the second WednesdayeofAprit first Monday

of June of any even-numbered year and no later than 5:00 p.m. on the
next succeeding Friday Wednesday. Such Declarations of Candidacy
may be transmitted by United States mail, but in no event shall the
secretary of any election board accept such Declarations after the
time prescribed by law.

SECTION 5. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 2011, Section 6-103, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 6-103. The State Election Board shall cause ballots to
be printed for statewide Primary—Runeoff—Primary,; and General
Elections and special elections at such time as to insure delivery
of said ballots to the several county election boards for
distribution to the several precinct election boards prior to
election day. Saitd—Pbeard The Board shall cause ballots to be
printed for the following offices: Electors for President and Vice
Presidents, United States Senatorss, United States Representativess,
state officerss, Justices of the Supreme Courts, Judges of the Court

of Criminal Appealss, Judges of the Court of Appealsy, district
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judges and associate district judgess, State Senatorss, State
Representativesy, district attorneyss, county officers, and such
other officers as required by law, in the order they appear in the
statutes, and shall cause ballots to be printed for state questions.
SECTION 6. AMENDATORY 26 0.35. 2011, Section 6-106, is
amended to read as follows:
Section 6-106. The official ballot for the General Election

shall be printed so that the neminees—eofthe varieouspeotitiealt

parties—andrmonpartisan candidates will appear in order as

determined according to this section. For partisan offices, if a

candidate has indicated a party affiliation on the declaration of

candidacy, that affiliation will be shown after the name of the

candidate on the Primary and General Election ballots. For each

section of the ballot for which there are partisan candidates, the
candidates of the recognized parties shall be printed first in lot
order followed by candidates of unrecognized parties in lot order
followed by independent candidates in lot order. Candidates of
recognized and unrecognized parties shall be printed in the lot
order of their respective party. Each political party shall have
the right to select an emblem to be used in designating its
candidates on the ballot; provided, however, that no party shall be
allowed to use the coat of arms or seal of Oklahoma or of the United
States, or the respective flags thereof. Until changed by

resolution of a political party, in state convention, the emblem of

Reg. No. 981 Page 8




the Democratic party shall be a rooster and that of the Republican
party an eagle. Change in a party emblem shall be authorized by the
Secretary of the State Election Board only after receipt of written
notice of the change by the Secretary from the state central
committee of a party. At the top of each ballot on which there are
partisan candidates shall appear the name of each recognized party
with the emblem of the party in lot order as prescribed by the
Secretary of the State Election Board. The name of the office
entitled to the first place, preceded by the word "for", shall
appear in bold type, as "For Governor". Immediately after same
shall be the names of the nominees for such office printed with the
name of the nominee's party followed by candidates who file as
Independents for such office printed with the word "Independent".
The 1list shall be continued, naming the officers in the order in
which they are set out by the Constitution and statutes, until all
the nominees are given space. The sections of the ballot shall be
set off with well-defined lines or by other means as prescribed by
the Secretary of the State Election Board.

SECTION 7. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 2011, Section 6-109, as
amended by Section 1, Chapter 200, 0.S.L. 2013 (26 0.S. Supp. 2014,
Section 6-109), is amended to read as follows:

Section 6-109. On all Primary and—RuneffPrimary Election
ballots, except absentee ballots, the names of the candidates for

each office shall be rotated in such a manner that all candidates'
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names appear in each position on the ballots an equal number of

times, to the extent practicable. Provided, however, the names of

candidates for judicial, school, city and town offices shall be

placed on the ballot according to lot.

SECTION 8. AMENDATORY 26 0.S8. 2011, Section 6-111, is
amended to read as follows:
Section 6-111. All ballots for Primary+—RuemeffPrimary and

General Elections shall be printed with a stub so perforated that

the ballot may be easily detached from the stub. Upon the stub

shall be printed the number of the stub and the words, "Primary
Election Ballot"+—'RuneoffPrimaryElectionBallet™ or "General
Election Ballot", as the case may be;+—3n—the eventof Primary and
RPismaAaff Dayamoan; T o a nao +h nam £ +h nalaitra a1l ot o117 N
INOTTO 11T LJ__LJ.LLLA.J__Y - \./l__L\JLl».J, CIT TTTIIT oL I t/\.}_L_L C I T T t/(.zlJ_ L'_Y O 1ITO 11T 1T
nrintad hA~<r +h worda
tJJ__LLll_ A8 (& wawy CTIT WAAYAE "Avw o)

SECTION 9. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 2011, Section 6-116, as
amended by Section 2, Chapter 200, O0.S.L. 2013 (26 0.S. Supp. 2014,

Section 6-116), i1s amended to read as follows:

Section 6-116. A. As soon as practicable, the State Election

Board or each county election board, when ballots are printed by a
county election board, shall cause to be printed a sufficient number
of absentee ballots, prepared as nearly as practicable in the same

manner as provided for other ballots for the Primary—RureffPrimary
and General Elections, in time for the ballots to be issued during

the time prescribed by law.
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B. The Secretary of the State Election Board may authorize the
use of regular ballots as absentee ballots in any county for any
election. 1In the event that regular ballots are authorized for use
as absentee ballots at any election, the first order of rotation of
candidate names for all partisan offices in Primary Elections shall
be determined as outlined in Section 6-107 of this title and the
candidate names shall be rotated to the extent practicable on all

ballots printed for the election. Fhe firstorder of rotation of
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ballots used as absentee ballots shall not be required to be
designated on their face as absentee ballots.

SECTION 10. AMENDATORY 26 0.S. 2011, Section 8-101, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 8-101. The county election board shall certify a—34ist

ofrneominces—ofeach political party the names of the two candidates

receiving the highest number of votes for county offices following

the Primary andRuneoff PrimaryEleections Election. The State
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Election Board shall certify &
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party the names of the two candidates receiving the highest number

of votes for the offices for which the Board accepts filings of

Declarations of Candidacy following the Primary and—Runoff Primary
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Eleetions Election. The provisions of this section shall not be

applicable if one candidate receives more than fifty percent (50%)

of the votes cast in the Primary Election.

SECTION 11. REPEALER 26 0.S5. 2011, Sections 1-103, 5-
116, 6-108, and 6-110 are hereby repealed.

SECTION 12. This act shall become effective November 1, 2015.
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